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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

State of North Qarolina

ROY COOPER
GOVERNOR

June 24, 2020
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 147

EXTENSION OF PHASE 2 ORDER AND
NEW MEASURES TO SAVE LIVES IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Background Statement

The COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 116 which
declared a State of Emergency to coordinate the State’s response and protective actions to address
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (*COVID-197) public health emergency and provide for the health,
safety, and welfare of residents and visitors located in North Carolina; and

WHEREAS., on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a
global pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States issued an emergency
declaration for all states, tribes, territories, and the District of Columbia, retroactive to March 1,
2020, and the President declared that the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States constitutes a
national emergency; and

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the President approved a Major Disaster Declaration,
FEMA-4487-DR., for the State of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, and for the purpose of protecting
the health, safety, and welfare of the people of North Carolina, the undersigned has issued
Executive Order Nos. 116-122, 124-125, 129-131. 133-136. 138-144, and 146: and

WHEREAS, more than fifty-six thousand people in North Carolina have had laboratory-
confirmed cases of COVID-19, and more than twelve hundred people in North Carolina have died

from the disease:; and

The Need to Extend Executive Order No. 141

WHEREAS, hospital administrators and health care providers have expressed concerns
that unless the spread of COVID-19 is limited, existing health care facilities may be insufficient
to care for those who become sick: and
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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

WHEREAS, slowing and controlling community spread of COVID-19 is critical to
ensuring that the state’s healthcare facilities remain able to accommodate those who require
medical assistance; and

WHEREAS, in Executive Order No. 141, issued on May 20, 2020, the undersigned urged
that all people in North Carolina follow social distancing recommendations, including that
everyone wear a cloth face covering, wait six (6) feet apart and avoid close contact, and wash
hands often or use hand sanitizer; and

WHEREAS, to reduce COVID-19 spread, the undersigned, in Executive Order No. 141,
required safety measures in certain business settings, limited mass gatherings, and closed certain
types of businesses and operations; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina’s daily case counts of COVID-19 are continuing to increase,
the percent of COVID-19 tests that are positive has not decreased, emergency department visits
for COVID-19 illnesses are increasing, and hospitalizations for COVID-19 are increasing, which
require the undersigned to continue the measures of Executive Order No. 14]1—and impose
additional measures—to slow the spread of this virus during the pandemic; and

WHEREAS, a phased approach to reigniting the economy and reducing restrictions on
businesses and activities — with some businesses and activities that pose a risk for COVID-19
spread remaining closed— is necessary to slow the spread of COVID-19, since the operation of
each group of businesses and the loosening of each restriction on businesses or activities adds
incremental risk and thereby increases the aggregate risk of spread of COVID-19; and

Face verings

WHEREAS, face coverings can decrease the spread of respiratory droplets from people,
and evidence has grown, showing in numerous recent studies that the use of face coverings
decreases the spread of COVID-19 within populations; and

WHEREAS, in Executive Order No. 141, the undersigned required that workers in
personal care, grooming, and tattoo businesses wear cloth face coverings to reduce the spread of
COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, to prevent the spread of COVID-19, and thereby to potentially save lives, the
undersigned has determined that face coverings must now be required for workers in additional
business segments; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned strongly recommends that all people over the age of two (2)
in North Carolina should wear a face covering to reduce the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, some people have medical or behavioral health issues, disabilities, or other
reasons that mean they should be excepted from wearing a face covering, and this Executive Order
puts North Carolinians on the honor system to identify if they are within one of the exceptions to
face covering requirements and should not wear a mask; and

WHEREAS, under this Executive Order, face coverings are required in many types of
businesses, but businesses have the discretion to accommodate people who cannot wear face
coverings by serving them at curbside, using home delivery, or using other means to protect against
the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, all people over the age of two (2) in North Carolina should use a face
covering to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but some populations may experience increased
anxiety and fear of bias and being profiled if wearing face coverings in public spaces; and

WHEREAS, if someone is the target of ethnic or racial intimidation as the result of
adhering to the face covering provision or as a result of the pandemic, they are encouraged to
report the matter to law enforcement or another government entity; and
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